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The Druze and the State of Israel: See under LAND
Shimon Avivi, Kfar Sabba

The implementation of the Nature and Parks Authority plan to add thousands of acres to
the Carmel Park, including many privately owned Druze lands, may sow the seeds of a
new conflict between the Druze and the State. And so are the plans to pave the continuation
of Highway #6 and parts of the Valley Train railway on Druze lands in the Kishon gap.

The special relation of the Druze to their land entails extra sensitivity on the part of
Israel's government, avoiding unilateral steps and maintaining patient, honorable talks
between the authorities and the Druze leaders and land owners, for finding a solution and
compensations agreed upon.

The authorities must always remember that the Druze, have bound their fate with that of
the State's and are complete and lawful partners in protecting its security, and therefore
there has to be a policy of affirmative action towards them, regarding land policy, too.

Since the establishment of the State of Israel no new Druze settlements have been
established, notwithstanding government resolutions in the matter. On Nov. 18th 2012,
the government of Israel issued a resolution #5233 for initiating the establishment of a new
Druze settlement in the Galilee. Realization of this project would be the State's paying a
debt of honor to a loyal ally.

Keywords: land expropriation, nature reserves, national parks, Kishon gap, Mount Carmel,
No. 6 Highway, The Valley railway, Druze settlements, land policy.
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