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Where was A-Safiriya located?

Shimon Avivi, Kfar Saba

‘Umdat Al-Arifin’ (ou$,lell 610c, ref. to the knowledgeable), a book written by the Druze
historian Sheikh Muhammad Abd Al-Malik Al-Ashrafani in 1659, approx. 600 years after
the Druze religion establishment, is the only source mentioning the existence of a
Druze settlement by the name of A-Safiriya, located in the Yavne'el valley. Hence on, no
mention of such a settlement in, or around, Yavne'el valley, have been found elsewhere.
Such a settlement name has not been found, even in various maps. Most researchers
haven't dealt with A-Safiriya’s exact location. There has been only one suggestion as to
the whereabouts of A-Safiriya, raised by Salah Akel Khatib from Mughar village.

The essay’s aim is to present a hypothesis that A-Safiriya was situated in Tel Adami,
located above Yavne'el valley, in the lower Galilee. Finding this location was based on
information from Al-Ashrafani’s book, Crusaders’ time documentations, details from
16th century Ottomans’ tax and population census, cartography data, archeological
and geographical findings, Arabic place names’ morphology, and previous researches.

Key Words: A-Safiriya, Dama, Tel Adami, Khirbat Damiya, historical geography.
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