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The Track of the Braves of Jabesh Gilead

Shimon Avivi, Kfar Sabba

Around 1000 B.C. King Saul and his sons fell in the battle against the Philistines on the Gilboa
mountains. The Philistines fastened their bodies to the city wall of Beit She'an, whereupon the
people of Jabesh Gilead walked throughout the night and lowered the bodies of the fallen from
the walls and carried them home for burial.

Our knowledge about Jabesh Gilead stems from biblical stories only. Biblical studies suggest
that Jabesh Gilead was a major city in the Gilead rather than a minor rural settlement.
Researchers suggested four sites which can be identified as Jabesh Gilead. The analysis of
these data shows with high probability that Jabesh Gilead was situated at today's Tel Abu al-
Kharaz, north of Wadi al-Yabes, emanating from the Gilead heights and continuing to the
Jordan Valley. Examination of the terrain that the soldiers of Jabesh Gilead had to go through
on their way to Beit She'an indicates the route chosen. Assumedly they took the shortest path
from their city to the Jordan ford, known today as 'Rahim ford'. From there they sneaked along
Wadi Avuka, formerly named Massil al-Jizel, to the walls of Beith She'an. Most likely they also
returned to Jabesh Gilead through ths same route.

Key Words: Jabesh Gilead, the Gilead, Jordan fords, King Saul, historical geography.
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